
House Member Asks 
Racial Equality for 
Train Passengers 

Mitchell Tells High Court 
He Was Ejected From 
Pullman in Arkansas 

Bi the Associated Press. 

Representative Mitchell. Democrat, 
of Illinois, the only colored mem- 
ber of Congress, argued before the 

Supreme Court yesterday that mem- 

bers of his race traveling from one 

State to another were entitled to 
railroad accommodations equal to 
those furnished white persons. 

"To deny this." he asserted, "is 
purely racial prejudice.” 

Arguing in his own behalf. Rep- 
resentative Mitchell said he had been 
"forcibly ejected" from a pullman 
in Arkansas while traveling from \ 
Chicago to Hot Springs in 1937. and 
had been compelled to complete the 
journey "in a Jim Crow car with 
second class accommodations.” 

A large number of negroes were 

seated in the courtroom as Repre- | 
sentative Mitchell and other at- ; 
tornevs debated the legal contro- 
versy. Representative Mitchell's! 
suit for equal facilities was dis- 
missed by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission and by Federal District j 
Court of Northerh Illinois. 

Demand Called Slight. 
J. Stanley Payne, assistant chief 

counsel of the I. C. C.. and Wallace | 
T. Hughes. Chicago attorney for the 
railroad involved, said the demand 
by Negroes in Arkansas for Pullman 
facilities was "virtually non- 

existent.” 
Mr. Payne explained that the j 

customary practice on the Chicago. 
Rock Island and Pacific trains rid- 
den by Representative Mitchell was 
to place a Negro having a Pullman 
ticket in a drawing room when one 
was available and to charge “only 
seat fare.” 

Justices Black, Stone and Frank- 
furter pointed out in questioning the 
attorney that there were extra seats 
on the Pullman which would have 
been sold to white persons but were 
denied to Representative Mitchell. 
When Mr Payne explained that | 
railroads would be subjected to 

heavy expense if required to provide j 
equal dining car accommodations for 
Negroes. Chief Justice Hughes com- 

mented: 
“Of course, they could meet that 

difficulty by admitting colored per- 
sons to the dining car.” 

Solution Questioned. 
“The question then would be." Mr. 

Payne replied, "whether the railroad 
would have any other customers in 
the dining car." 

He added that there was "a sen- 

timent for segregation” in certain 
areas of the United States. 

The Justice Department recently 
filed a brief contesting the position 
of the I C. C. Solicitor General 
Francis Biddle asserted that the 
Constitution required equal facilities 
for Negroes regardless of the ex- 

pense. 

President Hopes to Take 
Trip South Next Week 
By tbe Associated Press. 

President Roosevelt told reporters 
today he was hopeful of doing a lit- 
tle traveling as soon as he could. 

He is expected to leave next week 
for the South, perhaps on a spring 
fishing trip, but he made no an- 
nouncement on that point. 

The President said he had no dates 
between next Monday and March 29. 
when a Jackson Day dinner will be 
held here by the Democrats and 
that during the 12 days between he 
hoped to get away for about a week. 

Hearing Scheduled Here 
On Coal Freight Rates 
By the A»»ocUted PreM. 

HARRISBURG, Pa., March 14.— 

The Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission and the Interstate 
Commerce Commission will confer 
in Washington next Wednesday on 

a complaint against freight rates 
by 20 hard coal producers in Penn- 
sylvania and New York. 

Chairman John Siggins. jr„ said 
the Pennsylvania commission would 
send three members—Richard J. 
Beamisn. Thomas C. Buchanan and 
Ralph W. Thorne—to Washington 
to confer ‘relative to the extent 
that the two commissions can co- 

oprate in proceedings growing out 
of the complaint.” 

Mr. Siggins said the conference 
was suggested by Chairman Joseph 
B Eastman of the I. C. C. 

The operators filed a complaint 
January 15 with the State commis- 
sion against the rail rates from 
Wyoming, Lehigh and Schuylkill 
districts to all destinations in Penn- 
sylvania. They also objected to 
rates from Pennsylvania into New 
York, New Jersey and Delaware. 

In their complaint the producers 
asked for a joint hearing by the 
two bodies and requested that the 
I. C. C. restore to the Pennsylvania 
commission jurisdiction over intra- 
state rates on anthracite in this 
State 

Jurisdiction had. passed to the 
I C. C. by virtue of its order of 
January 4. 1939. permitting a gen- 
eral increase on both intrastate and 
interstate rates. 

Seven neighborhood theaters and 
two first-run moving picture houses 
under construction in Lima, Peru, 
will be completed this year, 
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Lanstyle Furniture—Famous for Quality for 68 Years Q 

X 
Open a “J. LBudget Account—No Down Payment on Approved Credit 

Open Evenings by 
Appointment 

Phone ISA. 8748 
Before 6 P.M. 

Swedish Modern Wing- 
back Chair 

s3750 
An unusually attractive modern 

Wing Back Chair, with soft spring 
seat. Covered in newest Homespun 
Tapestry. No down payment on 
approved credit. 

Swedish Modern Lounge Chair 

s3750 
Has semi-pillow back, reversible "T" 

shape cushion. Covered in Homespun 
Tapestry. 

Our Famous “Young America” Ensemble 

but-rite Massive 18th Century Genuine Mahogany 
10-Pc. Dining Room Suite 

$.|go 
A suite that will far surpass your fondest e>T>ectations. The construction Is 
superb, being genuine mahogany veneers ... on selected cabinet woods Hand 
waxed finish. Unusually large pieces and featuring a swelled front buffet that 
runs to floor. 8erver, breakfront china, 10 leg extension table, host chair and 5 
side chairs to match. This suite is a rare value at the price. 

No Down Payment on Approved Credit. 

Illuitrated Abovt 

Young American 
Sofa, bleached ma- 

hogany frame, semi- 
loose back covered 
in heavy cot- d'QC 
ton tapestry T 

Young American 
Lounge Chair, 
semi pillow back 
covered in heavy cot- 

$39.50 
Cocktail Table, 
bleached mahogany, 
flesh color glass 

STL $18.50 

5-Pc. Mahogany Dinette Group 
Carefully built of selected ma- 

hogany veneers and comprises 
drop-leaf table and 4 chairs. 

Open a J. L. Budget Account 

3-Pc. Bleached Mahogany 
Modern Bedroom Suite 

$139 
It’* new different, and smartly styled in the modern manner. 

Superbly constructed of genuine mahogany finished in bleached 
shade. Comprises full bed, chest and choice of massive dresser or 

vanity. Features dustproof interiors, center drawer guides and mas- 

sive round mirror*. 

No Down Faymont on Approvod Crodit. 

JULIUS WANSBURGH 
—furniture AS Company 

909 r STREET. NORTHWEST 
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